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| packet, which includes inserting data packet routing information obtained from 

the remnant packet, in the address field of the reconstructed packet. The 
apparatus comprises a communication network node comprising a receiver, 
C^'n\ transmitter, computer memory and processor for performing the foregoing 
method steps. 
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MARKED-UP VERSION TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
The Abstract has been amended as follows: 

A method (400, 700) and apparatus (500, 700) for communicating fixed- 
length data packets through an intermediate computer network. The method 
{4©0)-comprises receiving a data packet characterized by a fixed-length packet 
format^ Tho mothod (100) compr i sos and constructing ( 4 35) a remnant packet 
characterized by the fixed-length packet format, which includes inserting ( 4 55) at 
least a portion of the data packet routing information in the data field of the 
remnant packet. The method ( 4 00, 700) also comprises communicating ( 4 70, 
710) the remnant packet^ Tho mothod (700) comprises receiving (710) the 
remnant packet and constructing (755) a reconstructed data packet, which 
includes inserting (765) data packet routing information obtained from the 
remnant packet, in the address field of the reconstructed packet. The apparatus 
(500, 800) comprises a communication network node (§OQ)-comprising a receiver 
(§+0), transmitte r (520) , computer memory (540) and processor-(§30)_for 
performing the foregoing method steps . Tho receiver (510) roco i vos data 
packets charact o r i zod by th o fixod length packet format. Tho processor (530) 
roco i vos a data packet from tho roco i vor and oonstruots a romnant paokot 
charactorizod by tho f i xod length packet format i n which tho data f i old includos 
data packet routing i nformation. Tho processor (530) oonds tho romnant packot 
through tho i ntormodiato network v i a tho transmitter (520). Tho apparatus (500, 
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800) a l so comprises a s e cond communicat i on network nod e (800) compris i ng a 
rocoivor (810), transm i tter (820), computer memory (810) and processor (830). 
Tho roco i vor (810) receives a remnant packet, and the processor (830) 
constructs a reconstructed data packet character i zed by the f i xed -l ength packet 
format, whore the addr e ss f iel d of the reconstruct e d data pack e t i nc l ud e s data 
packet rout i ng informat i on obta i ned from tho data f i e l d of tho remnant packet. 
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